
 

 

Advanced Disability Training Workshop 30th March 30th 2017 

Working Group Questions 

 

Q. How to engage parents who need services most but often don’t attend (overwhelmed, too 

stressed, and not coping)? 

 

Q. How to tackle specific disabilities (sensory issues, anxiety for ASD, having plan to teach child to 

use equipment)? 

 

Q. Designing parenting adolescent’s course (encouraging independence, focus on self-care, 

supporting siblings).  

 

Answers from groups: 

 Children with ASD (PPEY) 

 Buy in- integrating routine into service  

 Recruiting harder to reach families 

 Support parents implementing programmes at home – emotional piece 

 PPAP – promoting independence / older child specific / emotional support  

 Fit of programme for school age parents – their children’s needs are different  

 Adapting material  

 Individual support, parent self-care  

 Co facilitation / training 

 Tuning in piece – anxiety / sensory difficulties / understanding behaviours / modifications 

 Linking in with other programmes – Early Bird / SIP group shops  

 Use of video – representing higher needs 

 Approach for the whole family – family relationships 

 Responding to a mix of needs – multiple needs in a group 

 ID – school setting, moderate -> mild / challenges – non verbal 

 Technology – screen time / play  

 

 

 



Responses from Feedback Forms 

 
Q. What further support / training do you need as a PP facilitator? 
 

 Online forum to share ideas / resources with other facilitators    
Adaptions to be added to pack          

 Working group               
 Meet again to reflect             
 Supervision days regularly with John and Eileen        
 Attend PPCP training             
 New format for videos, dvd's not compatible with new technology    
 Manualised programme for disability / just a section       
 I would like to attend this group again           
 More relevant videos            
 Good reminder that we can contact the PP team with regards to challenges to seek 

support   
 Would like to explore training / implementing WTO with ASD teens    
 Regular updates              
 Designing a programme for parents with little / no access to their children    
 Workshops to cover updated content.           
 Review of facilitator techniques - maybe online video, CPD      
 Online resources for video clips as new tech does not have DVD players   
 Ongoing supervision             
 Peer supervision               
 Ongoing access to training, supervision, resources and networking    
 Regular meetings with our PP team          
 Good to have the supervision as I have linked in with a sponsored group    
 Help /advice for accreditation.           
 Materials and videos for severe disability / ASD        
 Materials in different languages eg. Polish         
 Programme for parents of children with complex needs      
 Extra training - PPAP, PPCP, WTO etc.           
 Practise guidelines  

 
 
            

Further Comments / What is the next step for PP in disability? 

 Would be interested in developing some disability specific material but would require 
support to dedicate the time to this  

 Devise full sessions on ‘specific learning disability’ topics – not all disability is the same (ID, 
physical etc. – different levels). Focus on one or 2 areas first and progress 

 Guidelines and handouts would be very useful. I use some worksheets from a book called 
‘talking together’ about sex and relationships which are helpful for teens. This might be a 
useful resource. 

 Parents of children with life limiting conditions versus ASD – how to manage this in a group 



 as I am in an ASD service – could offer feedback on how we adapted the programme for our 
families  

 Online forum would be really helpful to share information and peer support / working group 

 Developing a section on supporting parents to emotionally ‘let go’ and support their children 
to develop independence 

 Session for facilitators on Positive Behaviour Support to learn more about how to 
understand the message behind behaviours – workshop? 

 We see a huge benefit in creating our own video footage in our agency but not sure how 
possible it will be due to our caseload 

 Different delivery of DVDs as HSE laptops not compatible e.g. memory stick 

 Practice guidelines on coping with grief 

 Online resources and handouts 

 An annual event /workshop for agencies to network 

 In our next group, we are going to video child / family interactions and would be happy to 
share these with consent from parents  

 Encourage non English speaking people to get trained to save costs of translators 

 Pitch PP to progressing disability roll out group  

 


